
HOLY WEEK WORSHIP – Livestream (and archived) only 
Palm Sunday, April 5  8:00am and 10:30am 
Maundy Thursday, April 9 3:30pm 
Good Friday, April 10 Short devotions at 9:00am, 12:00pm, 

3:00pm and full service at 6:00pm 
Set your timer at home to follow these 
moments of Jesus’ advance to the cross 

Easter Sunday, April 12 8:00am and 10:30am 

 

 

 

March 31, 2020 

 

Dear Grace member, 

 

As I turned the page of my wall calendar today in my office, one day early, I was greeted with Proverbs 

3:5: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.  A great reminder 

whenever, but again now during the COVID-19 crisis and all its ramifications.  Trust in the Lord for your 

daily forgiveness.  Trust in the Lord for your eternity in heaven.  Trust in the Lord for getting through 

each day of sickness, employment shutdown, limited activity, closed public places, unstocked grocery shelves, 

and no sports to watch.  He has taken care of your greatest need by rescuing you from the punishment of your 

sins and he will not fail you in today’s time of need either.  

 

This letter is coming to you to make sure you get the information if you don’t receive e-mail updates 

from Grace, as well as to give you something to read that is not on a computer screen.  If we don’t have 

your email, please send it to us so we can better keep you up-to-date. 

 

Last week, a calling committee was enlisted to check in on those of our congregation 65 years and 

older.  Thank you to Carla Frischkorn, Ralph Newland, Ellen Seidler, Shirley Schneck, and Zelma Zeinstra for 

doing this excellent work!  Meanwhile, a “help group” has been formed of about a dozen families who are able 

and willing to assist our members of any ages with needs they may have.  Please contact me if we can help meet 

your needs.    

 

Holy Week begins April 5 with Palm Sunday.  Some have suggested outside worship for Easter, but 

issues like weather, audio setup and obeying our Governor’s “stay home, stay safe” directive tell us this is not 

the best approach.  We continue to offer worship opportunities online only.  Go to gracestjoseph.org, and hover 

over the “Church” menu, then to “Service Live Stream” to watch live or archived sermons or go to 

https://www.gracestjoseph.org/live-stream. To find printed sermons and service folders go to “Worship 

Resources” in the “Church” menu or go to www.gracestjoseph.org/worship-resources.  We will follow the 

schedule below for live presentations.  Note the new idea regarding our Good Friday observances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bishop is offering an online Bible study course on Apologetics: Answering the Bible's 

Big Questions. Digital meetings are twice/week from 10-11am OR 8-9pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The 

course will last three weeks and will be finished April 16th. Social distancing yet staying connected. Email 

Pastor Bishop to enroll (bishopj@gracestjoseph.org) and you will receive information about the platform and 

course material.  His Sunday AM course on Hebrews continues online on Facebook but will not meet on Easter 

Sunday.      

 

As in years past, devotion booklets for Holy Week prepared by Martin Luther College are 

available.  Hard copies (only 50 available) are in church entry or you can find them online at https://mlc-

wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/. 

 

 

 

https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/
https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/


Forward in Christ (April) hard copies are also available in the church entry. 

 

Council minutes are included with this letter. 

 

Last week, I thanked you for the awesome offering amount that came in the first week when services 

were not held on site.  This week, I am privileged to tell you the offerings again were in keeping with weeks 

when we normally meet.  This is a credit to our God for leading his people to return their thanks to him for all he 

has done for us and it is an acknowledgement of your commitment to making sure God’s work and God’s 

workers are not overlooked in this time of crisis.  Thank you and thank God! 

 

Soon, as part of the COVID-19 stimulus package, checks are to be issued to individuals and families to 

help recover from losses they may have and to help stimulate the economy.  Also, our government has included 

a new universal tax break for charitable deductions.  Some families like mine may not have received a huge hit 

yet to their income (e.g. some retired or those whose work and income has continued as before) and that income 

may be supplemental rather than necessary to live on.  A member suggested to me that $200 of every $1200 

stimulus check or $75 of every $500 check be given as a thank-offering in gratitude for a Savior who gave 

his perfect life into death for us and rose from the dead to assure of his (and our) victory, in thankfulness for 

what we still have during a time of having so much taken away, and as a way to turn this tragedy into a blessing 

as we make sure we do what we can to proclaim the good news of a risen Savior for all the world to hear and 

know!   

 

Serving in his kingdom, 

 

 

 

Pastor Glenn T. Rosenbaum 

 

 

 

 

 


